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King Edward VI is a place where we are acutely aware that each child only gets one chance with their
education. Everything that we do is:


To support the young person



To continue to improve the teaching and the learning in partnership with
parents/carers

The whole staff are totally committed to ensuring that all students must have the best opportunity

The curriculum is balanced and pupils feel that the choice of
subjects available to them is appropriate to their needs.
OFSTED 2016

possible to achieve their full potential. No student will be left behind regarding their progress.

An outstanding school like King Edward VI, not only offers academic challenge and support, but also
places great emphasis on the personal development and well-being of all students. There are an
abundance of enrichment activities, ranging from sporting, musical and wider performing arts and

leadership programmes to peer mentoring, active citizenship, numerous fund raising activities and
national and international educational visits. Our School Council is a vibrant force within the school. It
is very well led by our Head Boy and Head Girl through the Student Leadership Team (SLT) and whole
School Council. Their input is vital and integral to the continued success and development of the
school.
Choosing a school for your child to be safe, happy and achieve at is a crucial decision for any
parent/carer. A school’s website or any other documentation is very useful, but are no substitute for
the reality of how a school actually feels and achieves. For this reason, may I strongly advise you to
visit our school, either on Open Evening (Thursday 5th October 6:30pm to 8:30pm) or during
the day, in order to get that real feel for our school. Please take up this opportunity to visit and speak
to both students and staff. I have no doubt whatsoever that you will leave feeling reassured and
impressed by what you see and hear.
To arrange a visit, please email Mrs Osborne (Headteacher’s PA) osborne.a@kevi.org.uk or phone on
(01785) 258546 and she will endeavour to ensure she can accommodate you at a time suitable to
your needs. We recommend visits during the school day (8:45am - 3:15pm) .
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Key Dates for Year 5 and 6 in 2018
Week Commencing 18th June
Year 6 Transition
Week Commencing the 2nd July
Year 6 Induction Day and Parental
Consultation Day
Week Commencing the 9th July
Year 5 Science Experience.
Summer Holidays
Year 6 into Year 7 Summer School. (Date to
be arranged.)

Pupils enjoy opportunities to extend their
learning beyond the classroom through
activities in sport, music and drama.
OFSTED 2016

The School Day
School Opens
Breakfast Club
Morning Registration or Assembly
Period 1
Period 2
Morning Break
Period 3
Period 4 Year 7s (Until Year 7 are orientated with lunch time procedures)
Period 4
Lunch Break Year 7s (Until Year 7 are orientated with lunch time procedures.)
Lunch Break
Registration and Reading time
Period 5
Period 6
Compulsory School Day Ends
Period 7 (Post 16 and after school classes)
Period 8 (Post 16 and after school classes)
School Closes (Except for sports lettings, events, and performances)

7:00 am
8:00 am to 8:30 am
8:45 am to 9:00 am
9:00 am to 9:50 am
9:50 am to 10:40 am
10:40 am to 11:00 am
11:00 am to 11:50 am
11:50 am to 12:25 pm
11:50 am to 12:40 pm
12:25 pm to 1:30 pm
12:40 pm to 1:30 pm
1:30 pm to 1:45 pm
1:45 pm to 2:25pm
2:25 pm to 3:15 pm
3:15 pm
3:30 pm to 4:20 pm
4:20 pm to 5:10 pm
6:00 pm

Year 9 Barcelona. Just one of the many national and international educational visits.
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General Information
King Edward VI High School is administered by Staffordshire County Council Education Committee. It
serves Stafford and the Shropshire border and admits students aged 11 – 19 years.
Address: West Way, Stafford, ST17 9YJ
Telephone: 01785 258546
E-mail: headteacher@kevi.org.uk
Website: www.kevi.org.uk
Headteacher: Mr Jason Christey
Chair of Governors: Mrs Mary Witts
The school is just off the Newport Road at the

top
end ofand
West
Way andICT
is network
situated in a
A
filtered
monitored
large,
extensive
site
bordered
Newport
provides students with a safe andbysecure
Road, Rowley Avenue and Rowley Park.
environment for them to learn and have fun.

The school has traditionally welcomed students from Western Downs, the Rowley Avenue area,
Forebridge, Doxey, the Highfield Estate and the villages to the west of Stafford i.e. Bradley,
Derrington, Seighford, Haughton, Gnosall, Church Eaton and Woodseaves.
There are good positive all year round links established with all the main Primary Schools –
St. Lawrence (Gnosall), St Giles (Haughton), Church Eaton, Castlechurch, Rowley Park Primary
Academy, Doxey, Woodseaves, St. Paul’s, St. Leonard’s, Flash Ley, and Cooper Perry - and these
links ensure a smooth and effective transfer at age eleven.

In partnership with
Sainsbury’s, fresh fruit
and water is provided for
public examinations.
Research has shown this
can boost performance in
exams by up to 5%
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Aims, Purposes and Values
Aims
The overall aim of the school is “be the best you can be”. Also the school aims to; develop
knowledge, understanding and skills for lifelong learning, provide quality teaching and learning
opportunities, surpass all achievement and attainment targets, motivate students to achieve their
best, develop positive relationship and communication skills, establish a framework within which
the growth of the whole individual is catered for in their educational pathway.

Purposes
In order to give expression to the six broad aims
set out above, the school has adopted a series of
purposes as follows:
 Help young people achieve independence
 motivate students
 make sure that students achieve success
 ensure that students enjoy school and are
happy
 involve students in their own learning in order
to record positive achievements and report
this to parents; create a caring, supportive
ethos within which young people can grow,
develop and achieve their potential
 provide equality of opportunity
 establish positive relationships
 encourage responsibility and self-discipline
 aim for excellence and high standards
 establish good home - school relationships

Values
Underlying the aims and purposes are the British
values that the school holds as being important in
the development of young people.
 Respectful Self-respect and respect for
others, property and the school environment
 Disciplined The development of self-discipline
 Honest. The importance of truth, fairness,
justice
 Tolerant Consideration and tolerance of
others and their views
 Supportive Always willing to help others
 Responsible Responsibility for one’s own
actions
As a consequence of supporting these values, the
school specifically rejects behaviour that involves,
for example, bullying, vandalism, intolerance or
indiscipline.
These values are reflected in the way in which the
school is structured and organised and most
importantly, by the role models set by the King
Edward VI community in their day-to-day
dealings with each other.
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Safeguarding
King Edward VI High School is dedicated to
safeguarding the welfare of all our children
and young people.
We are passionate about the role we play in
supporting students and their families and
we strive to enable every one of our young
people to learn and develop in a safe and
secure environment.
King Edward VI High School is committed to
continually strengthen relations with
parents, carers and students as well as
promote the welfare and safety of all the
young people who attend here.

Several outside areas provide social and
learning spaces beyond the classrooms.

Mr Jason Christey (Headteacher) is the
Designated Safeguarding Lead at the school and Mrs Shona Christey (Every Child Matters Coordinator) and Mr David Lomas (Year 7 Progress Leader) are the Deputy Designated Safeguarding
Leads. Any concerns relating to a child protection issue should be raised with any member of staff
(who are all trained to help in the first instance) or directly with the Safeguarding Lead or the
deputies.
As part of our duty to safeguard children we will work closely with a number of outside agencies and
services. If we have concerns about a child’s welfare or safety then we will report these to the
appropriate people.
A copy of our Safeguarding Policy is available on the school’s website or a hard copy can be requested
from reception or by emailing email office@kevi.org.uk.
We are able to access and provide a variety of different services that can support students and their
families in times of need and we work closely with many outside services and agencies to ensure
students and their families can receive all the support they may require.
The school has an email address for Safeguarding so students, parents and members of the
community are able to share concerns about any young person from our school. It also provides an
alternative method for students to share anything they wish to about themselves, if they need some
help and support.
This is a confidential service so the identity of any person who reports a concern about another
individual will not be disclosed. However, as always, if we believe someone is at risk of harm we
cannot offer confidentiality in these circumstances and may have to share information.

Email

safeguarding@kevi.org.uk

Mr J Christey, Mrs S Christey Mr D Lomas
King Edward VI High School, Westway,
Stafford, ST17 9YJ

Unify Portal
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Introduced in 2016 King Edward VI invested in RM
Unify. This software provides a single portal for staff
and students to access their emails, homework,
school files, timetable etc. Also in 2017 all systems
were upgraded to the latest operating systems and
office and email software. This ensures that students
are well prepared in their ICT and communication
skills ready for further study or the world of work.

CONNECT to King Edwards
King Edward VI has now introduced its own Mobile
Phone App
. This allows parents to login
to certain aspects of their child’s data such as:
 Attendance
 Rewards

and

Sanctions
 Student
Achievements



 Parent Pay
site and Social

School Web
Media
accounts
School calendar and upcoming events

Parents are able to send correspondence to the school and will receive notifications free of charge
when connected to the internet.

King Edward VI High School envisage
to be a major innovation in
making parent and school communication quicker, cheaper and far simpler.

Website www.kevi.org.uk
The King Edward VI website has been created to allow parents more immediate access to the school.
This may be the first port of call for calendared events, newsletters, school updates, and letters sent
home.
The website also includes the daily bulletin with aspects of the school’s achievement, such as our
sporting success.

GCSE POD
King Edward VI GCSEPod provides high quality,
focused learning in a unique ‘Pod’ format across
all of our GCSE subjects. The GCSEPod service
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includes teacher-friendly monitoring and reporting and homework can be set in conjunction with Show
My Homework. This can be accessed from any internet connection including mobile phones.
GCSEPod is here to complement the current studies and revision programmes of the students but
allows a real any time learning gateway for students to learn in a different way, with visual and audio
stimulation. Last year’s year 11 that could access this for the first time praised the programme and
said how much it had helped them with their exam preparation. Like all of the technological additions
to the school, GCSEPod is easily accessible through the school’s website.

Show My Home Work (SMHW)
Show My Homework is now embedded within the school and is used by all staff and all year groups.
This programme has many advantages over a paper based home work system, namely;






Students can never lose their homework; any printed
sheets can be downloaded if lost or to save paper can
be accessed on-screen.
Parents can log in to SMHW and monitor
in real time the homework set for the
students.
This
feature
has
been
incredibly popular with the parents,
although not so popular with the
students.
SMHW can be accessed through may digital devices wherever
there is an internet connection.

Students can access their homework even if they miss the lesson, therefore lessening the impact of
absence on the students’ learning.

The PiXL Edge (Partners in Excellence)
The PiXL (Partners in Excellence) Edge is a new project designed to develop and accredit students for
those personal attributes essential for employability and life. The scheme focuses on
Leadership,
Organisation,
Initiative,
Resilience and Communication
and accredits students at
Apprentice,
Graduate
and
Master level. The Edge has
already started in the school
and will develop over the next
year. King Edwards is looking
forward to accrediting the first
Apprentice and Graduate in the
very near future.

The School House System.
The school House system was introduced in 2014. A school-wide competition asking students and staff
to suggest names for the new school Houses was held.
The suggestions were many and varied but the following House names were chosen which represent
the kinds of characteristics our House System aims to foster;



leadership and determination, (Winston)
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Matthews,



sporting excellence, (Stanley)



the caring and pastoral element, (Florence)



as well as the importance of education and learning, (Marie)

Nightingale,
Curie.

Over the year there are a variety of House competitions to enter from Sporting competitions to the
annual Maths Christmas Quiz, the Readathon and Bake Off competitions. All progress points and
rewards count towards House points and the year ends with Sports Day as the final House event.

The colour of the
students’ house is
shown in a coloured
stripe running
through the
common theme of
the school tie.
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The “Long Jump” Garden

.

In 2015 we launched our garden named by the students “Long
Jump” Garden. In just one year the transformation of the old
long jump area is truly unbelievable as the photos show.
Many students from all year groups tend to the garden on a
daily basis nurturing a great array of gorgeous fruit and
vegetables. With the help and guidance from Matt Long the
school’s gardener, the Long Jump garden has become a real
focal point where staff and students can quite literally enjoy
the fruits of their labour.
Away from the garden, but still with an outdoor theme, some
students take part in forest school activities each week
learning about the outdoors, the local environment and
horticulture. The forest school helps to build team spirt,
personal responsibility, leadership and improve the students
bush craft skills.
We hope to develop our outdoor learning even further over
the coming year.

In 2017, just two years after the garden opened, King Edwards has achieved the top level
5 Royal Horticulture Award for Schools.

The Accelerated Reader
In 2016 King Edward VI
High School released the
“Somethings Coming...”
campaign which was the build up to
the launch of Accelerated Reader programme.
Upon entry to King Edward VI High school, 66% of students had a reading age below their chronological age (the
national average is 85% below their chronological age.) Therefore, as reading and literacy is the basis of all academic
testing it has become a major focus for raising achievement of all students in our school.
Since King Edwards embarked on the Accelerated Reader scheme the school has
seen the literacy and reading levels of the students increase significantly. To
attain at this level all staff and students start the afternoon with 10 minutes
reading for pleasure. In the Tutor period at the start of each day students select a
book that has been identified to be suitable for their literacy level. Once the
student has completed the book they tackle an online test to assess their
understanding of the book. Points are awarded for each test completed which
then generates a new recommendation of books for the student could read next.
The 2017 the gap from 66% of students reading at an age below their
chronological age upon entry to King Edwards reduced to 23% and continues to close further.
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King Edward’s STEM CLUB
STEM Science club runs every Monday after school, pupils from all year groups are welcome at this vibrant, exciting
and hands on club.
STEM Science club offers pupils the opportunity to
try many practical activities developed in school and
also to experience those from outside schemes such
as The Crest Awards, The Institute of Physics, The
Dyson Challenges and The Perkins School Challenge.
Numerous trips are run
throughout the year,
including: The Big Bang Science Fair at the Birmingham NEC – this is the largest
celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths for
young people in the UK and a brilliant opportunity to see and
influence the future world of the STEM group. King Edwards STEM
also visit Dudley Zoo where they undertake activities in
conservation and the STEM learning centre in Stafford where a
number of workshops are hosted including making K’NEX cars at a
Manufacturing Master Class.

In 2016 King Edward VI were Champions in the Perkins Challenge. In 2017 they constructed a trebuchet
which achieved the longest throw of the competition.
Students had to design and construct a machine to launch a
tennis ball as far as possible. Over a 3 month period “The Beast”
was constructed and tested. On launch day “The Beast”
obliterated previous records and launched the tennis ball out of
the test area and into the car park behind, covering a staggering
120 metres. Students also delivered a presentation to some of
Perkin’s Directors and senior staff on the design and

As well as
receiving the £1000 prize money the
school received a unique engine
construction of their winning
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themed display table.
Hear 4 U Mentoring & Support
At King Edward's students run their own pastoral support
group, known as Hear4U. Our mentors have been trained by
a government-backed scheme to offer support and advice to
young and sometimes vulnerable pupils. Hear4U mentors
are trained to support students with friendship problems,
bullying issues, homework and anything else that may be
causing
distress or problems for a
student. Hear4U mentors are attached to Year 7 form groups
each year to support them with the transition from primary to
secondary.
To find out more, seek advice or arrange a meeting, students may
use
the16
Hear4U
button on the VLE dashboard or see Mr
Post
Hear help
4U Mentors
Lomas or Mrs S Christey.

The Edwardian Newsletter and KEVI TV Channel
The Edwardian half termly newsletter is
completely organised, edited and
produced by the Edwardian student team,
who have a keen interest in publishing,
journalism and photography.

.
The Edwardian
published every
half term.

The team of students research their own
articles conduct the interviews and
produce a valued publication. Dan Aris the
editor also guides the team in updating
the website content where back copies of
the Edwardian are available.
The Edwardian team at King Edward VI was very pleased to expand
their media presence and launch its own TV channel. Students and
staff produce useful short films that are then broadcasted via the
schools website and displayed around the school.
New year 7s have particularly liked the films aimed at helping
them with the transition from primary to secondary education.
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Gifted & Talented (G&T)
We actively encourage our Gifted and Talented students to challenge themselves
in a variety of disciplines, including Academic Excellence in English, Mathematics
and the Sciences, the Performing Arts, Sporting Achievement, Humanities,
Languages, and Technology.
In English, a group of our most able students have been
attending weekly sessions where they take part in “The
Lively Debaters”, “Book Club! Read it Steady Go” and
projects to create promotional films. King Edward’s
students were also hugely inspired when they visited
Cambridge University, experiencing life as a student in
this Number 1 Russell Group academic venue. This is
just one of the many university visits that take place to
help the
withAim
theirHigher
transition from sixth form
Gifted
andstudents
Talented
to university.
Visits toUniversity
Aston, Cambridge, Manchester,
visit
to Cambridge
Stafford, Warwick, Liverpool, and London support the
students’ desire to achieve at their highest level.
Music is an integral aspect of the King
Edward’s curriculum as well as
supporting the most talented of
students. One to One sessions in a
large number of musical disciplines
help ensure that the school musical
and dramatic productions are always
sell out events.
In Expressive Arts the Key Stage 3
students are given a project similar to
a GCSE question where they were able
to follow their own lines of enquiry,
research their own favourite artists
and create a personal response to an
One to One Lessons Available
initial starting point. This type of
project enables the students to
research new methods, experiment with different materials and to be adventurous with their thoughts and ideas.
Maths students attend master classes run by The Royal Institute of Mathematics where they take part in a variety of
activities, meeting students from different schools and challenging their understanding of concepts and ideas. This
project runs for a period of six weeks on Saturday mornings based at Stafford University and offers the students a
fantastic opportunity to extend their mathematical concepts and learning.
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(Continued)

Science produce a programme for students to work on at
home and outside the classroom where they could
investigate various aspects of the natural world from a
scientific perspective. The students are asked to co-ordinate
their own investigations and learning, a project that
supports the extended learning opportunities offered at the
King Edward’s STEM club (Science Technology Engineering
and Mathematics).
Humanities this department run a programme for historians
Perkins Challenge Champions 2016-17
to develop their historic knowledge and debating skills
Through this the students attend National Conferences, University lectures, Commonwealth events and historical
sites. Last year the students visited a range of venues including the Houses of Parliament, World One Battlefields and
the RCS Commonwealth Service.

Year 8-9 History World War 1 Battlefields Trip to France.
All of the G&T activities, classes, clubs and educational visits help maintain and promote the high aspirations that
we nurture and encourage amongst our student community. We believe that it is important to challenge all of our
students and stretch and challenge activities are built in to all of our lessons. However, we also want to ensure that
our most able students are specifically and actively encouraged to think critically, to analyse and to extend their
thinking, understanding, knowledge and ideas.
This year, we have set up our ASPire group which provides exciting challenges and opportunities for our most able
students. The students on this programme will be offered opportunities to advance their thinking and to experiment
with and explore ideas and understanding in greater depth and detail. They will be invited to attend sessions on study
skills, trips and will be continually targeted in lessons with probing questions and activities to further and deepen their
thinking. We want our most able students to aspire to achieve beyond their expectations and this programme scaffolds
and supports this process.
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Sixth form Induction

.

As part of the transition from key stage 4 to key stage 5 King Edward VI runs a series of
events to support students and parents. During year 11 students have the opportunity to
attend our “Futures Evening” where they can talk to teachers about the post 16 options.
There are numerous challenging activities designed to increase communication, team work
and problem solving, including the need to present findings to over 100 sixth formers and
staff. A response from a parent clearly shows how valuable the students found the
induction:
“I just wanted to say how brilliant the VI form induction process has been for Joe last week. He
thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of the three days and was really impressed with it all.
I think the idea of mixing the students in to groups and putting them with Y13 students was a
great idea and has really helped my son to feel that he has settled in. He talked to me about
feeling like they were all one large group as opposed to upper sixth and lower sixth and the Year
13 students clearly also tried very hard to make the newer students feel welcome which is great
and a real credit to them.
In terms of the activities, I think that the three days contained the variety needed to keep them all
engaged, challenged and entertained and most importantly, to bring them in to the sixth form
world. The team building aspects seem to have really brought them all together and my son seems
to have gone from feeling a little anxious about it all to feeling happy and excited to get started.”
Parent of a new Year 12 Student.

The Duke of Edinburgh Approved Centre

.
King
Edward VI
High
School
has now
achieved
the

prestigious Duke of Edinburgh approved centre award. In the first 2 years a target of 12
students to complete the Bronze Award was set. However, after a massive uptake from the
students an incredible 54 students completed the independent three-day expedition to
achieve the well-recognised and coveted Bronze Award.
A further 21 students completed the silver award in September 2017
Achieving the Gold Award is the ultimate challenge which entails hard work and dedication
over a prolonged period of time and culminating with a significant expedition. For those
few students prepared to take on such a challenge plans are being considered for an ascent
to Base Camp Everest.
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King Edward ECO School

.
In 2016 King Edwards was awarded the Eco Schools Bronze
Award. A campaign to reduce waste, and recycle was
launched and is now embedded into daily practice where
plastics, metals, paper and waste are separated for recycling,
IT systems hibernate when not in use, and staff and students
are encouraged to turn off lights when not needed.

King Edwards is aiming for the Silver
Award in 2017-18.
Cashless Catering / Parent Pay.

.

In line with many of King Edward’s feeder primary schools we have now
introduced a cashless catering system. Some of the main benefits of a
cashless catering system include:








Parents can monitor their child’s eating habits when in school
and see exactly what their child has had from the canteen
Parents can be sure that their dinner money is only spent on
canteen food and drink (Not spent at the shop and risk students
going hungry)
Dinner money can never be lost or stolen
Limits on a child’s spend per day can be imposed
Students entitled to a free school meal automatically have their accounts credited and therefore are
treated like all other students.
Biometric or Pin code access helps to reduce queue length and therefore increase the leisure time during
the students’ breaks.

Parents Evening Booking System
.

.

The use of an online booking system has seen attendence on Parents Eveing
go up in some cases by 25%. Parents can now make bookings via any
internet connection that are suited to their own needs. They can then print
their own appointment sheet or download the appointments to their smart
phone. As a school we can also see who has made appointments and help
out if someone is avoiding or having difficulty with the system. The use of
the parental booking system is another way that King Edward is making
parental communication quicker easier and more efficent.
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Educational Visits
At King Edward VI High School there are various educational visits each year. All
year groups get the opportunity to enjoy the experience of learning beyond the
classroom. During 2015-16 there were over 80 educational visits (excluding the
dozens of sporting fixtures, and on site events) that the students and staff
enjoyed.
Educational visits recently included: several
London events and numerous theatre trips
(plays, musicals, ballet, dance and street
dance), numerous college and university
campus visits including Cambridge, Devon
Coastal
Erosion
residential,
National
Citizenship Conference, National Enterprise
Finals hosted by Dragons Den, Theo
Post 16 expedition to Botswana
Paphitis, The Good Food Show, cultural
where they worked hard on
Barcelona, skiing in Italy, four France visits
projects to help the local
including work experience,
Post 16
Botswana and Costa Rica expeditions, additional sporting activitiescommunity.
including rock
climbing, golf, mountain biking and cross country running, “The Young Chef” region
Houses
of (Key Stage 3 Winners for the last 3 years), Business and Enterprise
finals
Parliament
educational visits including London, Birmingham, Trentam Gardens, Cadbury’s

visit 2015

World, and Drayton Manor.
The school is very proud of the conduct from the students and is therefore
confident in providing so many educational opportunities. King Edward’s
realise the possible financial implications that educational visits can place
upon families and therefore many visits are subsidised where appropriate.
Parents can also apply
through the school to
the
Staffordshire
Schools’
Endowment
Fund to help with the
costs of visits.

Year 12-13 Costa Rica

Year 9 outside of the
awe inspiring La
Segrada Familia
Church Barcelona.

King Edward VI also
utilise many of the local
attractions and events,
such as the Castle during
Shakespeare Week, and Rowley Park for specialist
sporting activities.

Future exciting ventures currently being planned
include Barcelona 2018, Skiing in Austria, World War 2 Battlefields and an expedition to Borneo.

The Curriculum
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At King Edward VI High School, we follow the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum at Key
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. We
are, however, keen to ensure
that students are educated
beyond the National Curriculum
requirements and that they
undertake a range of educational
experiences aimed at enriching
and extending their abilities and
understanding.
Throughout the year groups
there
is
an
emphasis
on
language and communication,
cross-curricular
links,
work
related
learning,
IAG,
(Information
Advice
and
Guidance) citizenship, enterprise
education,
educational
visits,
foreign exchanges, technological
advantage and building links with
the local and wider community.
We believe that it is important
for
students
to
come
to
understand through all aspects of the curriculum that they are ‘global citizens’ who form part of a
diverse culture which exists beyond the confines of school.

Key Stage 3

(Year 7-8)

In the 2017-18 accademic year King Edward’s made the decision to shorten the Key stage 3
curriculum to 2 years and therefore increase the Key stage 4 curriclum to 3 years. This is so the
increased demands of the new GCSE’s could be given extra time and dedication from staff and
students.
Key stage 3 The Core Curriculum is followed by all students.
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Art
Careers
education and
work related
learning
Computer
Science
Drama
English







Food Technology
Humanities
Geography
or/and History
Graphics
History
ICT (Information
Communication
Technology.)







Citizenship,
PSHEE,
Mathematics
Modern Foreign
Languages
Music
Physical
Education






Religious
Education
Resistant
Materials
Science
Tutorial Work.
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Key Stage 3 (Continued)
In years 7- 8 students are set in ability
groups for the majority of subjects in
response to trends that have been
identified through teacher assessment
in the previous year, with the
exception of Tutorial which remains
mixed ability.
At the end of year 8 students select 2
GCSE pathways and will select two
further GCSE’s in year 9. Therefore,
students start their GCSE studies in
English, Maths, Science, RE, PE, a
choice of Humanities (History and/or
Geography, ICT and/or Computer
Science.

Key Stage 4

Hands on Physics experiments.

(Year 9-11)

In year 9 students start their GCSE studeies in some areas and can select two further GCSEs from
subjects within MFL, Technology, The Arts and Vocational subjects.
All Students study a core of subjects











Citizenship
English or
English
Language &
Literature
GCSE
Mathematics
GCSE
PSHEE
PE (core)
RE GCSE
Science
Single,
Double and
Triple Award.
GCSE
Tutorial/ Work
Related
Learning and
Enterprise

Separate Sciences delivered
at GCSE – A Level.

Key Stage 4 (Continued)
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Option subjects from areas within





Art and Design
GCSE
Business and
Enterprise GCSE
Health and Social
Care. GCSE
Computer Science
GCSE







Design and
Technology
GCSE’s
BTEC CiDA
(Certificate in
Digital
Applications)
Humanities
GCSEs







ICT GCSE
Music GCSE
Prince’s Trust
Level 1
Sport GCSE
Construction and
the Built
Environment
Level 1

Design and Technology.

Key Stage 5

Students return from university to celebrate their
A-Level success at their awards evening 2014.

King Edward VI High School
is part of the Stafford
Partnership, which entitles
our Post 16 students to
select from a variety of
subjects available across
the partners within the
Partnership,
namely
Blessed William Howard
Catholic
High
School,
Stafford
Manor
High
School, Sir Graham Balfour
High School and Weston
Road Academy. Students
will travel between partner
schools
to
access
the
curriculum they choose.

University students on their aw

Students can select from a
vast array of subjects,
levels, and combinations to meet their needs and future aspirations. Full details are available from the
Partnership prospectus.
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Special Educational Needs and Disability. (SEND)
At King Edward VI High School, we aim to support the needs of all of our students, working with them
from before they join us at year 7 until they leave our school. We have strong links with all feeder
schools in our pyramid and transition provides many opportunities to work with our special
educational needs students and their parents.
The Learning Support Team, led by the Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENCO), focuses on the
skills and learning needs of those students who have specific additional learning needs. Students with
a EHCP (Education Health Care Plan) receive their entitlement through in class support, specialised
teaching programmes or a combination of both.
Learning Support work closely with Tutors, Progress Leaders, the
school SEND Link Governor and Subject Leaders as well as
outside agencies and groups to support all students with
additional learning needs within the school. Our aim is to give
students the chance to build the skills needed for their futures. In
addition to learning support for students, we assess learners with
additional needs and make sure, when identified, that relevant
exam support is provided.
The Learning Support team offer a variety of extra-curricular activities and support groups for our
students as well as regular family learning evenings to help ensure our students fulfil their potential.
Our links with parents and carers are very important to us, and we encourage regular contact
between home and school.

Sport
The school has a large sports hall, gymnasium, extensive playing fields and tennis courts. Use is also
made of other facilities such
as Rowley Park, Cannock
Chase,
local
swimming
baths, Ten Pin Bowling and
local golf ranges.
There are a wide range of
teams and matches that are
played throughout the year,
covering the major sports.
King Edward VI is very
successful,
and
very
proud
of
our
local,
regional, and national
achievements.
SSCO (School Sports
Co-ordinator)

Some of the extensive team of sports leaders lead by the SSCO.

The school employs its own, highly effective, School Sports Co-ordinator (SSCO), whose role is to
widen the range of healthy activity and participation rates both within our own school and across our
local feeder Primary Schools. Last year we had 212 Year 9-11 Sports Leaders who worked with Years
1–6 in the Primary Schools throughout the year organizing dozens of events and competitions.
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Extended Learning (Homework)
It is school policy for extended learning to be set
and marked on a regular basis throughout the
school.

In school support is available every
day for help with extended learning.

Extended Learning is used to
develop and underpin classroom
activity; it is integral to the
learning process and should be
both
demanding
and
challenging.
Extended learning will only be set through SMHW
(Show My Home Work), in year 7 this may also be
recorded within the planner, however in an effort to
reduce the use of paper and it’s impact on the
environment SMHW will be the primary method of

setting extened learning.
During Key Stage 3 there is a regular pattern of weekly extended learning set on specific nights for
each subject which is expected to be handed in soon after being set.
In Key Stage 4 more flexible arrangements apply particularly in the context of controlled assessment
and projects.
The appropriate Progress Leader will establish an extended learning timetable and, along with the
Subject Leader, monitor the situation regularly.

Sex and Health Education
At King Edward’s, individual subjects deliver components of Sex and
Health Education.





Science: Human Reproduction
Physical Education: Health Related Exercise
Technology: Food and Nutrition and Family Life
Humanities Moral and Environmental aspects of Health Education

In Year 10, a compulsory PSHE module is delivered by the Tutors. This module covers in more detail
the attitudes and decision making skills required in Sex Education, Drugs Awareness, Mental Health,
Family Life Education, Healthy Lifestyles and Stress and Self-Esteem.
Healthy lifestyles and behaviour are promoted throughout the school. For example, the school
canteen makes every effort to provide a healthy range of food at breakfast, break and lunch.

Careers and IAG (Information Advice and Guidance)
There is a comprehensive approach to careers education
information and guidance within the school.
A range of
elements is included in the school’s Tutorial programme which
runs throughout Years 7 - 13.
In year 11, there is a
concentration on preparation for the range of Post-16 choices.
Students have access to a Careers Adviser from Entrust’s
Careers and Participation Service and computer programmes

Year 10 Work Experience
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which help to inform and support decisions. King Edward VI has the Kite-Mark status for work in this
area.

Assessment and Reporting.
Students are assessed in a variety of ways throughout their learning. Indeed, the school
believes that appropriate assessment is a key part of learning and teaching. Many students
will be 'mentored' to support progress throughout their learning.
Assessments are recorded and reported
formally through the school's reports
system. Each student will receive a full
annual report and an interim report
each term these are RAG (Red Amber
Green) rated to help show how well the
student is working towards their targets.
In Key Stage 3 students are set 1 of 4
flight paths depending on their Key
stage 2 test scores. Students then
work
on
skills
knowledge
and
understanding within their flight path.
Depending on how well a student is working in their
flight path they will be judged to be “Developing” Secure” or
“Mastered”. If they Master a flight path scheme of work students will
be set stretch and challenge activities before moving on to the next flight path.
As a parent you will receive information on the flight path your child is on and whether
they
are
developing
securing or mastering that
flight path. Fuller details
are
given
when
assessments
are
sent
home.
To track a student’s progress
King Edwards has invested a
significant amount of time and
effort developing a tracking
programme based upon the
specific skills knowledge and
understanding that a student’s
flight path requires. This then
means that students can receive
a more personalised learning
experience and where difficulties
occur, targeted intervention can
be quickly introduced.
There are formal Parents' Evenings for all year groups at which parents can meet subject teachers
and Form Tutors to discuss the progress of their children. Each student is an individual with their
specific skills, experiences and qualities. As well as recording and supporting their academic
attainment, we want to allow for other achievements. In both areas, we would wish the guiding
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principle to be "your best". As long as students are achieving their best, then they should feel proud
of their achievements; anything less should not be acceptable. We want to develop a system which
acknowledges excellence, but also allows for the motivation of students in all aspects of their
personal, social and academic development.

Pastoral Care
The care of your child in our school is of upmost importance. We work hard to ensure that your child
is safe whilst in school and is achieving the best results possible. To support your child, the school
has a pastoral system based on tutor groups.
All students are members of a mixed-ability tutor group. Each tutor group has a Form Tutor who is
the first point of contact for students and parents if a problem arises. The school's pastoral system is
organised in year groups. Form Tutors may refer issues to Progress Leaders. The Progress Leader's
role is to monitor the progress being achieved by students within their year group, identifying issues
around under-achievement, attendance, mentoring students and liaising with subject leaders and
relevant external organisations.
The school considers good relations between home and school as of paramount importance. Parents
are requested to sign the Home-School Agreement (as required under the Standards and Framework
Act 1998) which is printed in the Student Planner. The Planner can be used for communications
between home and school as it is signed regularly by the Form Tutor and by parents.

Attendance and Punctuality
Students are expected to attend school. Good attendance will be rewarded. Only if there is a genuine
reason should students be absent. Parents are requested to contact school if their child is unable to
attend. If parents wish their child to be absent from school for any reason other than illness,
permission must be gained from the Headteacher beforehand. Leave of Absence Forms are available
from the school office. It is the school's decision whether or not to authorise absences. All
unauthorised absences will be treated as truancy and the necessary sanctions put in place.
Students are expected to arrive on time for school. If a student is late, a 10-minute detention should
be completed with their Form Tutor. If a student is frequently late, a longer detention will be set by
the Progress Leader.

Attendance for Examinations
Leave of absence will not be granted during term time unless under exceptional
circumstance. No leave of absence will be authorised for any students who are due to be sitting
examinations during the requested leave of absence period or in the two weeks immediately
preceding an examination. Parents of Key Stage 4-5 students are requested to check the school
website, exams area, (www.kevi.org.uk > Calendar > Exams) or contact the school’s Exam Officer
(01785 258 546 EXT 205) to ensure there are no controlled assessments, exams, or modular tests for
your child during any planned absence from school.

Lunch Time Arrangements
All students remain on site during lunchtime.
Parents should request in writing to their Progress Leader
if they wish their son or daughter to receive a ‘lunch pass’.
This will be granted on the condition that your child will be
returning home or to a relative for the duration of the
lunch break. A punctual return to school is unconditional
and this arrangement may be reviewed on an individual
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basis should the need arise. This is in accordance with the School/LA safeguarding policy.
There are always a variety of lunch time clubs and activities taking place for your child to participate
in if they desire.
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The Kevi 6 Standards
In lessons, ALL students follow the Kevi 6
Standards.
A copy of the Kevi 6 is displayed in every
classroom and is discussed with students. All
students have rights and responsibilities which
are also discussed with students.

Rewards and Sanctions
Students are rewarded in a number of ways for
their conduct and effort, this may take the form
of merits, certificates, assembly praise, letters,
phone calls or post cards home. However, the
best form of reward is often the quality of the
teacher’s marking with appropriate annotation
to help the student improve further.
At the end of each term students are also
awarded certificates and prizes for commitment
to studies, attendance, and outstanding
Sporting or Expressive Arts performance, as
well as reward trips. This year they included
Water World and Alton Towers.
The ultimate award is the opportunity for
students to have their names added to the Head
Boy and Head Girl boards in gold leaf where their names will be immortalised for future students and
generations.

To reinforce the need for students
to follow rules, it is necessary to
use sanctions. The support of
parents
in
this
area
is
important. The behaviour policy
outlines the sanctions available for
use. Parents may be informed if
their child has misbehaved in
school.
Students using school
buses are subject to the same
rules regarding detention.

If there is an issue about the
of a student
to of
travel
Yearability
7 enjoying
just one
the home
many practic
safely, parents are asked to
lessons that go on every term, supported by
contact school to discuss the
qualified science technician team.
arrangements.
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Uniform and Appearance
All students at King Edward VI
High School are expected to
follow the dress code and be
smartly
dressed
around
school. Their pride in their
school should be reflected
through the uniform.
The
school needs parental support to
ensure that students are dressed
appropriately every day. If there
are exceptional circumstances,
parents
must
contact
the
school. Either a Uniform Card
will be issued or a student may
work under supervised study
from a senior member of staff.














Year 7’s at the end of their first year, looking as smart
as the day they started. King Edwards takes real pride in
the appearance and conduct of the students.

School Blazer
Footwear
Plain
black
shoes with black soles and no coloured beading must be worn. (No Pumps or Trainers.)
Trousers Must be formal, plain black. (No Jeans allowed)
Skirt A plain black skirt of knee length is optional for females.
Shirt Plain white formal and suitable for a tie.
Tie A school tie must be worn at all times with the uniform a single stripe of the tie is colour
coded to denote which house the student belongs within.
“V” neck sweatshirt Students can choose to wear the official school sweatshirt under their
blazer,
Bag / Satchel Students must bring a bag suitable for carrying their PE Kit, school equipment
and learning resources.
Jewellery In the interest of safety, we expect students to wear only one stud or sleeper per
ear, no other visible body piercings are acceptable, including tongue studs which prove to be a
significant health and safety issue.
Rings One ring per hand may be worn, this must be of a size similar to a signet ring, and pose
no health and safety issues.
Make up Must be inconspicuous.
Hair Styles Hair Styles must not be
extreme or have extreme colours or
have any patterns or lines, and must
be of a suitable nature for a place of
work. No students with extreme
patterns or colours will be allowed in
the main areas of the school and will
be educated in isolation.

External Clothing Coats, hoodies, scarves,
gloves, etc. must NOT be worn within the school
buildings. (The School environment is warm and
comfortable throughout the year and is kept at a
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minimum temperature of 20 Degrees.)

Physical Education Kit
PE Kit
Rugby Shirt
Black Shorts
Black football/hockey socks (Outside)
Football Boots/hockey Boots (Outside)
White Polo Shirt (Inside)
White Socks (Inside)
Trainers with white soles (Inside)
PE is a compulsory subject in school and
all students will take part in lessons. If a
student has a medical reason why they
are unable to take part in a lesson a note
must be provided by parents.
If a student opts for PE in Key Stage 4 they can purchase personalised sports tops and hoodies that
help with team sports, the corporate identity of the teams during fixtures and with examination board
Many
students of
use
the
school provider to
identification during photos and videos conducted during
assessments
the
course.

Subject Information

personalise their sportswear with their names,
however please label all items of clothing.

Business, Economics and Enterprise
All students in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 now experience the entitlement to study Economic Wellbeing and Enterprise. Linked to the Inclusion agenda, students are provided with positive and
motivating opportunities. This is an important part of the school’s role in preparing young people to
be able to play a full part as a
citizen of this country.

In year 8 and 10 the school
participates in the regional
Business and Enterprise days
where students work in teams
to
demonstrate
their
entrepreneurial
skills
culminating in a “Dragons’
King Edward VI Head Girl, Fran, in London to receive her
Den” type presentation. The
National Young Enterprise Champion Award.
winners then participate in the
regional finals, against many
other regional schools to local business entrepreneurs. In 2013-16 King Edwards successfully
competed in the regional finals and travelled to the finals to present their projects to Lord Sugar in
2013 and Theo Papitis in 2014-16 and other giants of industry such as Michael Fallon (Minister of
State for Business and Enterprise), Ben Mcbean, (Former Royal Marine and triple amputee who now
at the age of 24 runs a £2.5million property development company) and Clair Young Business
Entrepreneur and 2008 “The Apprentice” finalist). Although King Edward VI did not win during the
finals, Francis Bishop won the Key Stage 4 National Award for her entrepreneurial skills, presented to
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her by Lord Sugar.

Business, Economics and Enterprise (Continued)
From the very start of their learning journey our students
are encouraged to examine current business and
economics events using television, newspaper and digital
sources. This is an important part of getting students to
understand the world around them. We encourage the
students to develop their research and independent
learning skills by providing problem solving activities to
help them apply the skills they are learning. Local
business people come into lessons and guide the students
through work related activities.

FranAtreceiving
Key Stage
her
5, prestigious
students can opt for A Level Economics
and
Business
or
a
National Certificate in Business.
award from Sir Alan BTEC
Sugar.
These courses are designed to be accessible to all
students, including those who have not studied either Business or Economics during their Key Stage 4
programme of study. These courses are currently delivered through the Stafford Partnership by staff
from King Edward VI High School. Our students also have the opportunity to take part in the Young
Enterprise Company Programme where they set up their own company and produce goods or provide
services within a real trading environment.

Citizenship
Citizenship is an integral part of life at King Edward VI. It aims to increase knowledge and
understanding about becoming informed citizens, to develop skills of enquiry and communication and
to develop skills of participation and responsible action.
At all Key Stages Citizenship is delivered through whole school initiatives such as Christmas Creativity
days, Buddies, School Council, Marshlands Christmas Party, links with Walton Hall School, Charity
events, SEAL, Every Child Matters, Healthy Schools, Anti Bullying, and Transition.
At Key Stage 3 Citizenship
is
delivered
through
tutorial by tutors with
input
from
outside
agencies and Key Stage 5
students.
It
is
also
delivered
through
RE
units.
At Key Stage 4 Citizenship
is delivered to all students
through the tutor period
in years 10 and 11. The
emphasis of this course is
on students’ participation
and contribution to the
life of the school and to

Students wear their badges with
pride for achieving membership of
the student council.

Members of the student council
Boy and Head Girl wear the
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the local and wider communities.

Design and Technology
Design and Technology describes a way of working in which
students investigate a need. Students use their knowledge and
understanding in a practical situation to devise a method or
solution to meet people’s needs. Students’ ability to work as
members of a team contribute to their success in Design and
Technology and, as they become more experienced, they will
understand that technological development is an on-going
process. As each outcome is evaluated, new opportunities for
improvement will come to light.

Hands on learning in Year 7

The course in Key Stage 3 is
based around design and
make
tasks
in
Food
/
Resistant Materials (wood,
metal
and
plastic)
and
Graphic
Products.
The
students rotate through the
areas experiencing a variety
of materials.
At Key Stage 4, opportunities
exist to select from a range
of specialist areas (Food/
Resistant
Materials
and
Graphic
Products).
Capabilities in this area are
extended towards a GCSE
examination where a mixture
of controlled assessment and
terminal exam determine the
grade awarded.

State
resour
CNC a
combi
skills t
studen
spectr

At Key Stage 5, students can follow a rigorous course in Product Design which leads to an A-level
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qualification via completeion of a 2-year course.
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English
The programme of English taught at King Edward’s focuses mainly on the development of students’
ability to:



Communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively in speech and writing, and
Understand and respond imaginatively to what they read, hear and experience.

All English is taught in sets where the emphasis is placed on certain underlying principles of procedure
which include the regular use of small group work, discussion, the drafting of writing and working
around a theme. This approach enables the department as a whole to meet the National Curriculum
requirements in the three major areas of Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing, whilst allowing
individual teachers to devise interesting and stimulating materials.
Practical uses of English are encouraged throughout the 11-18 age range and our students use drama
in English and become familiar with the uses of word processors and desktop publishing.
The Key Stage 3 curriculum allows for students’ progression in the three major curriculum areas.
During the course they experience a range of topics and acquire skills which enable them to achieve
their best at the end of the Key Stage.
GCSE English Language and GCSE Literature for the 13-16 age group are assessed by examination
only. Students will be assessed throughout Years 9, 10 and 11 with examinations at the end of year
11. The success rate of our students is well above the national average and a continuing testament to
the good practice encouraged throughout the school.
English at the 16-19 age range offers a variety of possibilities to students; both A level English
Language and English Literature are on offer as part of the Partnership.
Throughout the school, the emphasis is upon a combination of enjoying English and becoming
competent in its uses. Along with the classroom study of Literature and Language, regular trips to
theatres are encouraged so that the students are able to see English for what it is - the principal
means by which we all make sense of the world in which we live.

English boasts 3 dedicated
ICT centres, along with a
well-stocked and updated
library supported by the
counties library services.
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Expressive Arts
Music is a unique form of communication which can
change the ways students think, feel and act and
therefore the sole aim in each music lesson is to make
music! The music curriculum at King Edward VI School
covers a diverse range of musical traditions and periods,
enabling students to appreciate a wide variety of music.
Students are taught music through the three disciplines of
performing, appraising and composing, and are
encouraged to explore their own ideas and skills through
solo work, as well as developing their collaborative skills
through ensemble work. The music department is wellresourced: students have access to music ICT through the
composition package, Sibelius; keyboards, percussion and
hand drums. In addition to this, the department is
supported by Staffordshire Performing Arts service,
providing peripatetic tuition on a number of musical
instruments (string, brass, percussion, voice, guitar,
woodwind,
and
keyboard/piano).

One to one Music instruction is
delivered in a vast variety of
musical disciplines.

In Art students learn skills in drawing, painting, 2D and 3D. They will
explore visual, tactile and other sensory experiences to communicate ideas
and meanings. They work with traditional and new media, developing,
imagination and creativity. They learn to appreciate, analyse and value
images and artefacts across times and cultures, and to understand the
contexts in which they were made.
In Dance students learn to perform and choreograph different styles and genres of Dance and will
learn how to appraise the historical and cultural contexts of Dance. Groups will perform to their peers
in order to build on strengths and develop their performance techniques.
The drama curriculum at King Edward VI School covers a wide-range of topics and texts, ensuring
students have knowledge of drama techniques and are able to build on these techniques in scripted
and devised work. Students have the opportunity to explore, devise and perform in each drama
scheme, promoting thinking, understanding and empathy.
In Key Stage 4 students have the opportunity to choose options in Art and Design GCSE, and/or GCSE
Performing Arts in Drama or Music. They will build on skills, prior knowledge and understanding in
more breadth and depth in each of the art forms relevant to the GCSE/or BTEC qualification. There
are many opportunities for students to take part in extra-curricular activities in expressive arts:



KEVI Concert Band
Vocalise (Choir group)




Band Workshops
Art Sketch club



Drama and Musical
Productions.

In addition to this, we produce a number of shows and evening events each year, this includes the
Christmas Cracker Dance Show and a musical at the end of the spring term.

Expressive Arts offers a diversity of learning opportunities for students to explore their creativity.
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Geography
Geographers ask the questions where and what, but also how and why?
Geography explores the relationship between earth and its people through the study of place, space
and environment. These three elements form the core of Geography.
It studies the physical features of the earth and the relationships between places and patterns of
human
activity
and
the
environment.
In the first three years, students
acquire basic skills and a
framework of knowledge about
places and processes which help
them to understand the world
they live in. Examples are drawn
from
local,
national
and
international studies. Unit titles
include;
‘My
World’,
‘The
Geography of Crime’, ‘France’
and ‘The Amazon River and its
people’.

Students take time to study
At GCSE, the Geography syllabus
covers
the
most
important
the Geography of Botswana
aspects of physical and human
during their expedition.
Geography.
Students
are
encouraged
to
develop
an
investigative approach to their
studies and they will take part in
fieldwork, both in the local area and beyond. Topics include Urbanisation, Weather and Climate and
Water on the Land.
A Level students study Global and Natural Hazards as well as Globalisation and investigate ways to
better manage the planet that we live in and Tectonic Hazards.
Throughout the department, the application of technology is encouraged and the department has its
own computer room. Opportunities for experiential visits are fully utilised, including fieldwork in
Devon and investigations in Manchester and Birmingham.

History
In the first two years, pupils follow the National Curriculum, where they develop skills appropriate to
the attainment target. Pupils will learn the facts and opinions about the Norman Conquest, The
Impact of the English Civil War, The Industrial Revolution, Slavery, World War One, World War Two
and the Rise of the Super Powers; as a result, they will be able to rank in importance key events in
our nation’s great past.
Every few years the department runs an extended visit to an historical place of interest in Europe.
Previous visits have included the World War One battle fields, Berlin and Auschwitz, Rome and
Pompeii.
At Key Stage 4, we look at 20th Century History which includes detailed studies of Russia, Germany
and Britain. Crime and Punishment focuses on the evolution of the criminal justice system in our
country with key studies on Roman, Saxon, Medieval, Industrial and more modern justice. There is
also an in depth study on Germany.
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Information Communication Technology and Computer Science
There are 12 fully equipped computer rooms within the school that are used for the teaching of
ICT and in total we have over 400 work stations in use each day.
We have invested heavily in developing rooms, equipment, networked resources and offer an
extensive suite of software applications including;







Desk Top Publishing
Database
Scratch
Spreadsheets
Graphic manipulation

The school uses RM UNIFY
which provides students with
a set of online tools and
resources
that
facilitate
various aspects of the online
education
experience,
including
communication,
assessments, and information
and document sharing. The
platform can be accessed not
only from the school network
but also from home.






Audio mixing and
editing
Word processing
Internet E-mail
Video editing





Web authoring
PowerPoint
Python Programming

Students utilise huge touch screen interfaces
during the educational visit to the CosmoCaixa in
Spain to develop their ICT and Science skill base.

In Key Stage 3 Year 78 students follow a common
format
in
ICT
and
familiarise themselves
with
various software applications.
These are taught through
tasks and modules that
extend
and
build
their
technical competence.
In
addition to this, students are made aware of e-safety.

In Years 9,10 and 11 students can follow the Edexcel BTEC CiDA qualification course which encourages
and rewards the creative use of digital applications.

Computer Science
Computer Science is an option GCSE subject that compliments the Sciences and ICT core curriculum.
This popular subject choice will allow students to study a variety of computing languages including:
HTML, Scratch, and Python. Students will have the opportunity to produce apps (Mobile Applications)
for use in Android, as well as develop and produce PC applications, animations and programmes.
To help and support the development and progression of all students there are 2 staffed ICT rooms
available every lunchtime as well as an after school club in periods 7 and 8 run by the department
Mondays to Thursdays.
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Mathematics
Mathematics is an important part of everyday life. Even the simplest of tasks involves some level of
Mathematics, for example, looking up the time of the next bus, or buying sweets in a shop. The
department’s aim is to ensure that all students enjoy learning, make progress and achieve in
Mathematics.
Mathematics at secondary school builds upon what is
taught at primary school extending the application of the
work to familiar and unfamiliar situations. Although key
concepts are frequently revisited they are extended and
applied each time and are interspersed with new topics.
Students are taught by a range of teaching methods
including the traditional text book but also by enquiry and
interaction with rich extended tasks and by the use of
technology.
The Mathematics department has highly qualified,
Maths is fun! Fact.
dedicated Mathematics teachers. We introduce the
students to puzzles and investigations as well as teaching
them to apply Mathematics to real-life situations. We are
involved with the national initiative of ‘My Money Week’ and enter students into National competitions
such as the UKMT Challenge.
Students are assessed regularly through lessons and via marking books and homework. We offer
extra help for students who need a little more input. At the end of each term there is a more formal
assessment which usually, but not always, takes the form of a written exam.
Homework is set weekly and students are given enough time to complete the work. Homework help
and booster sessions are offered and students can access support materials to help them with their
independent study through the school RM Unify interface.
During Key Stage 4 the students are prepared for their GCSE exam in Mathematics. Students are set
by attainment and will either sit the foundation or the higher GCSE.
Due to the success and popularity of Mathematics at GCSE level many of our students go on to study
Mathematics at A level and there is a good history of students continuing their Mathematical studies
into higher education including places at the prestigious Russell Group Universities.

Modern Foreign Languages
(MFL)
In key stage 3 and into year 9, pupils
learn French
Students can opt to continue to study
French in Year 10 and 11.
Pupils are trained in the four
attainment skills: speaking, listening,
reading and writing. We make use of
modern techniques and modern ICT
equipment.
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Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Continued
European links are strongly promoted and we hope to encourage a number of our pupils to participate
in foreign educational experiences that the school offers. From Year 9 onwards, we encourage pupils
to take part in the County run Staffordshire Limousin French Exchange.
In addition, we run daily lunchtime and after-school clubs which include homework support at Key
Stage 3 and 4. A Level courses are popular and French and Spanish are taught at Key Stage 5
through the Partnership.

Physical Education
The Olympic Experience

The Physical Education department is staffed by a
large number of well-qualified specialist and nonspecialist teachers who have a strong commitment to
the school, both in curricular and extra-curricular
time.
All pupils follow a broad-based and varied programme
of work, which includes netball, hockey, rounders,
rugby,
soccer,
cricket,
athletics,
badminton,
basketball, gymnastics, tennis and orienteering. In all
lessons, the relationship between exercise and health
is promoted.

The Physical Education department offers both GCSE, and A level courses for those students who wish
to study the subject to these levels
There are a large number of students successfully following both courses.
The facilities of the school are excellent and include, two
soccer pitches, 3 mini soccer pitches, a rugby pitch, a cricket
wicket,
allweather athletics
Race for life 2015
areas, 7 tennis
courts,
seven
netball courts, a
gymnasium and a
large sports hall.
A number of offsite facilities are
utilised
and
include Beaconside University gym, Riverside and Ten Pin
Bowling.
Pupils are given the opportunity to involve themselves in
activities at lunchtimes and after school. Clubs are run
Bikeability training delivered to Year 7
for all the major games. The clubs are well attended and
there are regular inter-school fixtures in athletics,
basketball, cricket, netball, rounders, football, rugby, table tennis, trampoline, lacrosse, golf and
tennis. A large number of pupils regularly achieve District, County and even National honours in a
wide range of sports.
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Religious Studies (RS) The aim of Religious Studies is to enable students to understand religious
beliefs, practices and insights, to think about their own beliefs and have respect for the beliefs of
others.
At Key Stage 3 students consolidate knowledge of the basic points of the major world religions. They
then begin to apply these
teachings to moral issues
of the day, for example,
capital punishment and
the ethics of work and
business.
All students can follow a
GCSE course from Year 9
leading to an examination
at the end of Year 11.

At Key Stage 4, students
should be aware of the
Openimpact
discussion,
debate,
respect
and
that belief
has on
a
of RS.
Essential
elements
for the mu
society
and the
practical
implications for a believer.
They should be able to
apply beliefs to a range of human concerns and contemporary issues, explaining the connection
between faith and action, whilst showing respect and sensitivity towards the belief and practice of
others. This should be achieved by confronting issues such as; the environment, medical ethics, war,
prejudice and animal rights. In this way, we hope that students will gain the skills of interpreting,
evaluating and applying religious concepts. We hope they will form attitudes of sensitivity and
openness towards religion and tolerance of the beliefs of others. We hope they will gain an
understanding of people of different cultures and why they behave in the way they do, together with
an awareness of moral and social issues. This should help them to explore and understand
themselves, their relationships with other people, their place in the world about them and the
meaning of life!

Science
Science is a core subject in the
National Curriculum and as such
has an important role to play
throughout the school. The school
has a strong tradition in the
sciences and the department has
eight well-equipped laboratories
and dedicated specialist members
of staff. The department has
developed good links with its
primary feeder schools and aims
to build on the Science learnt
during Key Stage 2.
Throughout Key Stage 3, students
follow a scheme of work which
aims to develop interest and
enthusiasm for the subject, to
develop scientific process skills
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and to gain a basic body of knowledge.
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Science (Continued)
During Key Stage 4 all
students follow a course
which offers choice and
flexibility for students. Most
students will study a course
which leads to GCSEs in
Core
and
Additional
Science,
whilst
others
wishing to pursue Science
at A level and beyond, are
given the opportunity to
study
GCSEs
in
the
separate sciences: Biology,
Chemistry
and
Physics.
These are designed to
enable students to make a
transition
to
Advanced
Level Sciences as well as
providing a balanced view
of
Science
in
today’s
society.
A
level
courses
are
available in school for each
of the separate sciences.
Biology, Chemistry, and
Physics in Years 12 and 13
are popular choices, with
most students going on to
university for further study.
The school has a strong
reputation
in
Higher
Education for its work in
this area.

Science brought to life at
the CosmoCaixa Barcelona
Educational Visit.

Transition
The transition arrangements between the primary partnership schools and King Edward’s are
excellent and valued by parents and students alike.
Good arrangements for managing transition are key factors in helping students achieve more. A
programme of visits, information packs and induction days, improves continuity and progression of
students between Key Stage 2 and 3.
Good arrangements for managing transition are key factors in helping students achieve more. Year 6
are able to experience work that they would have previously only experienced in Year 7, across a
number of subject areas, including English, Maths, Science, D&T, History, Geography, and French.
Valuable relationships are built up over the last half term in the primary school, with the Year 7 tutors
reflecting the kind of relationship most Year 6s experience with their primary school teacher. This
helps create an improved level of confidence amongst the students, about the imminent move.
During the summer holiday there are 2 weeks of “Summer School” where the future year 7 students
can enjoy getting to know each other and the school before the start of the new term.
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School Map

42

The King Edward VI High School. West Way, Stafford, ST17 9YJ.
Telephone 01785 258 546.

www.kevi.org.uk

email; headteacher@kevi.org.uk

Open Evening Details.
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